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A NEW ATHEIST
ADVERTISING
CAMPAIGN IS
MISGUIDED,
ARGUES THE
BISHOP OF
LEICESTER,
TIM STEVENS

n announcement was
made last week that
bendy buses in L.ondon
are to sport he slogan,
“There’s. probably no

God. Now stﬂp worrying and en-

joy yourlife”.

The alugan was wrltten by
comedy writer Ariane Sherine,
who suggested the ideaina blng
lastJune.

She thinks an atheist bus cam-
paign will provide a reassuring
antidote to religious adverts
“which threaten non-Christi-
ans with hell and damnation™

The advertising campalgn. |

floundered over the summer bhe-
cause of a shortage of donations,
but it was boosted by the ﬁnan-
cial = support of Professor
Richard Dawkins, a prominent

atheist and the authnr- of The

(God Delusion. Dawkins isalsoa
vocal critie of the power of reli-
gionover publiclife.

Following this financial boost,
the campaign is now gaining
momentum and beginning to
capture people’s imagination.

Donations have been received
fromuniikely quarters,

Among those to respond fa-
vourably to the campaign are,

surprlsmgly churches and I‘Ell- -

gious groups.

The religious thinktank
Theos, which was set up two

years ago with the support of
the Archbishop of Canterbury
and the head of the Roman Cath-

~olic Church in England and

Wales, has given £50 to the cause
as it believes the “weak” adverts
will encourage people to think

about God.

The British Methn dist church

has also welcomed Dawkins’s

“continued interest” in God,

and has even thanked him for
_' “gettmg God nn tn London

buses”.

- Early 1 in the new year, the slo-
gan will be seen on as many as
60 buses around London.

If the money to fund the cam-
paign continues io grow, the

- British Humanist Association,
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whlch is handllng the dona-
tions, has said it will also place

adverts on the Tube or other
transport, and in areas outside

London.

So what is the atheist bus try
ingtoachieve?

As well as helping to establish -
a sense of solidarity among
atheists, the campaign is de-
signed to communicate the fact

" atheists
smmethmg, rather than nnth-

At the launch nf the campaign,
their press release said: “Ours
is a fun and light-hearted mes-

-sage, but it does have a serious
point to it - that atheists want a
secular country, we want a secu-
lar school and a secular govern-
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Richard Dawkins is hoping
that the campaign to feature al-
ternative slogans on’ London
buses will “make people think,”
adding wryly that t_hmkmg is

“anathema toreligion.”

The words of the slogan mdeed

giveusmuchtothinkabout.

Bloggers, many of whom ap-
peariobeyoungpeople and who
feel that no-one -is listening to

believe - In them, have asked why the slo-
gan says “there is prubabl}r no

- God” rather than “there is def~
Initely no God”?

Apparently, when the slogan
was being developed there was
muchdebate overthis.

Dawkins is -sald. to- have fa-
voured the words “almost cer-
tainly”. But in the en
ably” was chosen to avoid

“prob-

breaching the  Advertising

Standards Authorityrules.
The values underlying the slo-

gan also give some. cause for

concern.
-In the current fmanmal cli-

mate; many people are anxious
~about losing their Jubs and

homes.
“These - worries are -llkelsr to

soon lead to pressures and

strainson relatmnshlps.

As we enter what is pred.wted
to be a deep-and lengthy reces-
sion, a slogan which exhorts
people to “stop worrying and

enjt:.\y life” may appear insensit-

ive and untimely |
Paul Woolley, the dlrectc:r of

. Theos, has been IIIDI‘E' fﬂrth

right.
He sald “It wnuld be hard to

come 1.115 with a mess.ﬁge more
self-centred than this”,
- Building on the public interest.

| inthe advertising campaign, an

event is being held on December
21 in London called Nine Les-
sons and Carols for Gudless

"People.

.This occasion, tngether with
the advertlsmg campaign and
other related events, are direc-
ted towards alrbrushmg God
from publiclife.

Such a move would leave soci-
ety at the mercy of human val-

ues and decisions to determine
-the nature of what lle: wil look

like.

- If the adirertising slogan is a

glimpse of what such a future

. beholds, do we really want to-

liveing wnrld_whmh is Godless?



